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Message from the Board 

Our Treasurer, Christine Butkovich has created an 

informative addendum on water conservation.  We ask that 

you read it carefully and help us in reducing our water 

consumption. 

As we close in on summer, we have several projects that will 

keep our building busy.  We appreciate your patience and 

understanding that these projects must occur to keep our 

building looking great! 

  

Projects 

Rear Podium Deck – A contract has been signed with Ottawa firm 

EXP for engineering services in preparation for the upcoming rear 

podium decks. A site visit was conducted with five companies 

anticipated to bid on the project, which will include the 

accessibility ramp.  A separate landscaping contract will be put in 

place following the completion of both the rear and front 

courtyards to make them beautiful again. 

Brick Investigation Report – Paterson Group has completed their 

brick investigation report that was provided to the Board. The 

report has been reviewed, and the Board has further questions 

due to the amount of work that has been highlighted. Yawar and 

the Board are going to follow up with Paterson Group to determine 

priorities and action plans on the work to be completed. 

 

 
 

WHAT’S NEW   

 

MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES  

Slush mats, Lights in the courtyard 

COVID-19  

Ottawa is under extended stay-at-

home restrictions 

GOOD NEWS STORIES 

If you have any good news stories that 

you would like to share with your 

neighbours such as awards, 

volunteering, and happy events, 

please send them along to Christine 

Butkovich at: 

cmbutkovich@hotmail.com 

 

 

mailto:cmbutkovich@hotmail.com


Maintenance Activities  
 
Slush mats have been removed from the hallways and 

are being cleaned for next season. 

The light in the courtyard bollards that has gone out 

is scheduled for repair. 

CI Document Portal – 

COMING SOON 

The document portal for the Board, owners and 

tenants will be up and running by the end of the 

month. The portal will be populated with the required 

documents based on access type. The owners and 

tenants will each be sent a letter with their credentials 

and instructions on how to access it shortly. 

Bicycles 

• Please be reminded that bikes are to be stored in 

the racks located in the garage or in your storage 

locker. When taking your bike out for a ride please 

leave and return via the garage ramp as we would 

ask that you not use the elevator or exit/enter the 

building from the main entrances. 

• If you no longer 

have a bike and 

have spot you are 

not using please 

advise the Property 

Manager so we can 

have another 

resident benefit from your space.   

• If you would like to donate your unused bike, 

please advise the Property Manager and your bike 

will be removed and donated on your behalf.   

 

 
COVID-19 Update 
It was announced that Ottawa went into 

the extended stay-at-home restrictions 

at 12:01 am, Monday April 19, 2021.  

 

• A safety plan must still be created 
and posted.  

• Notices regarding self-screening 
are required to be posted at all 
entrances 

• Indoor and outdoor gatherings are 
prohibited  

• All amenities must close  

• Anyone who can work from home 
must do so 

 

Condominium Specific 

• No indoor organized events 
(AGM's, Owner's Meetings, or 
Board meetings), all meetings must 
be virtual. 

• Signage installed for contractors 
and visitors to complete a self-
screening questionnaire before 
working or entering the property. 

• MASKS ARE REQUIRED AT ALL 
TIMES WHEN IN COMMON AREAS 
– Including the garage when 
washing your car or meeting with 
neighbours! 

• PLEASE USE THE HAND 
SANITIZING STATIONS LOCATED 
AT ALL ENTRANCES 

Key Contact 

Numbers  

Your property manager: 

Mr. Yawar Khan: ykhan@cimanagement.ca 

Service/Maintenance Requests: 

service339@cimanagement.ca 

For emergency after-hours service, please call:   

613-722-1232 and follow the prompts 



Virtual Bulletin Board for 

Residents  

A Virtual Bulletin Board has been designed and set up 

to benefit all residents of Somerset Court. It is to be 

used for things like buying/selling household items, 

looking for temporary parking spots, notices of social 

events/activities, sharing news from our committees 

and helping residents in need of  a drive to 

appointments or to pick up groceries.  

This is a private group so the only way you can get 

invited is through an Administrator.  For now that’s 

Brian Tell.  You must be an owner or occupant to join 

the group. 

For those interested in joining this Facebook Group, 

here’s the way to get started:  

1. Go onto Facebook and find Brian’s 

Facebook Page. From here you can invite 

Brian to join your page. 

2. Once you are accepted by Brian then you 

will be invited  to join the Somerset Court 

group. 

3. The administrator then approves all 

postings after this. 

If there are any questions you can reach Brian at 

b.tell@icloud.com. 

Hope to see you soon. 

NOTE:  This message board is not intended as a 

tool to communicate with the Board or with the 

Property Manager. You are to continue to follow 

all current established communication protocols. 

 Somerset Court 

Book Club!  

The SC Book Club members were 

unanimous in their praise of The 

Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen. 

It is a remarkable and brilliantly 

crafted debut novel. Hilarious, 

brutal, and thought-provoking.  

The group is now reading Infinite 

Country, the latest novel by Patricia 

Engel, a Miami writer of Columbian 

descent. It tells the story of two 

countries and is rich with Bogotá 

urban life, is steeped in Andean 

myth, and tense with the daily reality 

of the undocumented in America. 

We invite you to read it and join the 

discussion on May 16th!  

Send an email to 

mtnicholas1@gmail.com if you 

would like to join the group. 

Keys 

Reminder to owners all door keys 

including dead bolt keys must be 

provided to the Property Manager 

so that your unit can be accessed in 

emergency situations.  

 

Reminders   Owners are asked to forward newsletters to their tenants if 

applicable. Newsletters are posted on the bulletin boards in the 

garage. 

Masks are required in all common areas – garage and stairwells 

included 

Please make use of hand sanitizing stations at all entrances. 

 



Addendum to the April 2021 Newsletter 

Water Consumption and Conservation 

The water consumption in our building has been steadily increasing over the past year which in turn 
means our bill has been increasing.  We understand with Covid this has altered our behaviours 
significantly and has many of us spending more time in our homes.  In addition to saving money on 
our utility bill, water conservation helps prevent water pollution in nearby lakes, rivers, and local 
watersheds. Conserving water also prevents greenhouse gas emissions associated with treating and 
distributing water. 

Things to consider if you are buying new appliances and in your daily life to help 
conserve water: 

Toilets 

Don’t Use the Toilet as a Wastebasket 
Every time you flush a facial tissue, or other small bit of trash, you’re wasting gallons of water. Put them 
in the garbage, or recycle.  If it’s yellow let it mellow and if it’s brown flush it down. 

Put Plastic Bottles or a Float Booster in Your Toilet Tank 
To cut down on water waste, put an inch or two of sand or pebbles inside each of two plastic bottles. Fill 
the bottles with water, screw the lids on, and put them in your toilet tank, safely away from the 
operating mechanisms. Or, buy an inexpensive tank bank or float booster. This may save ten or more 
gallons of water per day. Be sure at least three gallons of water remain in the tank so it will flush 
properly. If there is not enough water to get a proper flush, users will hold the lever down too long or do 
multiple flushes to get rid of waste. Two flushes at 1.4 gallons are worse than a single 2 gallon flush. 

Buy an Adjustable Toilet Flapper 
Installing an adjustable toilet flapper will allow for adjustment of each per flush use; the user can adjust 
the flush rate to the minimum per flush setting that achieves a single good flush each time. 

Install Low or Dual Flush Models 
Federal regulations state that new toilets must use no more than 1.6 gallons per flush. Replacing an old 
toilet with an ultra-low volume (ULV) 1.6 gallon flush model represents a 70% savings in water and will 
cut indoor water use by about 30%. Alternatively, consider purchasing a dual flush toilet or installing a 
dual flush converter that turns a standard toilet into a dual flush toilet, saving an average family 15,000 
gallons of water each year. More water can be used when it’s needed, but for most flushes you’ll be 
using 70% less, adding up to some significant water savings. 

Laundry 

Use Clothes Washer for Only Full Loads 
With clothes washers, avoid the permanent press cycle, which uses an added 5 gallons (20 liters) for the 
extra rinse. For partial loads, adjust water levels to match the size of the load. 



Consider a High Efficiency Washing Machine 
The most efficient washing machines use as little as seven gallons per load, compared to a whopping 54 
for a traditional washer. A high efficiency (HE) washer should easily pay for itself over its lifetime in 
water and energy savings. New Energy Star rated washers use 35 – 50% less water and 50% less energy 
per load.  

Shower 

Install Water-Saving Showerheads, Shower Timers, and Low-Flow Faucet Aerators 
Inexpensive water-saving low-flow showerheads or restrictors are easy for the homeowner to install. 
Long showers can use five to ten gallons every unneeded minute. “Low-flow” means it uses less than 2.5 
gallons per minute. You can easily install a ShowerStart, or add a ShowerStart converter to existing 
showerheads, which automatically pauses a running shower once it gets warm. 

Take Shorter Showers 
Turn off the shower after soaping up, then turn it back on to rinse. A four-minute shower uses 
approximately 20 to 40 gallons of water. You can also install a simple shower timer, available from 
Eartheasy or your local water utility. 

Faucets and Sinks 

Fit Household Faucets with Aerators 
This easy and effective home water conservation method is also the cheapest! A simple low-flow 
aerator saves water in the bathroom, while a swiveling aerator can serve multiple purposes in the 
kitchen 

Turn Off the Water After You Wet Your Toothbrush 
There is no need to keep the water running while brushing your teeth. Just wet your brush and fill a 
glass for mouth rinsing. 

Rinse Your Razor in the Sink 
Fill the sink with a few inches of warm water. This will rinse your razor just as well as running water, with 
far less waste of water. 

Opt for the Dishwasher Over Hand Washing 
It may seem counterintuitive, but it turns out washing dishes by hand uses a lot more water than 
running the dishwasher, even more so if you have a water-conserving model. The EPA estimates an 
efficient dishwasher uses half as much water, saving close to 5,000 gallons each year. 

When Washing Dishes by Hand, Don’t Leave the Water Running for Rinsing 
If your have a double-basin, fill one with soapy water and one with rinse water. If you have a single-
basin sink, gather washed dishes in a dish rack and rinse them with a spray device or a pan full of hot 
water. Dual-swivel aerators are available to make this easier. If using a dishwasher, there is usually no 
need to pre-rinse the dishes. 

Don’t Let the Faucet Run While You Clean Vegetables 
Just rinse them in a stoppered sink or a pan of clean water. Use a dual-setting aerator. 

https://eartheasy.com/green-home/energy-conservation/water-conservation/
https://eartheasy.com/evolve-roadrunner-showerhead-with-showerstart-1-5-gpm/
https://eartheasy.com/evolve-showerstart-converter-the-ladybug/
https://eartheasy.com/stop-in-time-shower-timer/
https://eartheasy.com/green-home/energy-conservation/water-conservation/
https://eartheasy.com/low-flow-faucet-aerator-2-pack-0-5-gpm/
https://eartheasy.com/low-flow-faucet-aerator-2-pack-0-5-gpm/
https://eartheasy.com/dual-setting-swivel-faucet-aerator-1-5-gpm/
https://eartheasy.com/dual-setting-swivel-faucet-aerator-1-5-gpm/
https://eartheasy.com/dual-setting-swivel-faucet-aerator-1-5-gpm/


Keep a Bottle of Drinking Water in the Fridge 
Running tap water to cool it off for drinking water is wasteful. Store drinking water in the fridge in a safe 
drinking bottle.  

Insulate Your Water Pipes 
It’s easy and inexpensive to insulate your water pipes with pre-slit foam pipe insulation. You’ll get hot 
water faster plus avoid wasting water while it heats up. 

Recycle Your Water Where You Can 
Collect the cold water you run before it’s hot enough to shower and use it to water plants or flush the 
toilet (known as a bucket flush). Rinse water from dishes and food preparation can be collected and 
used to soak other dishes. 

Don’t Run the Hose While Washing Your Car 
Clean the car using a pail of soapy water. Use the hose only for rinsing; this simple practice can save as 
much as 100 gallons when washing a car. Use a spray nozzle when rinsing for more efficient use of 
water. Use a waterless car washing system; there are several brands, such as Eco Touch, which are now 
on the market. 

 

https://learn.eartheasy.com/guides/energy-efficient-heating/
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